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THE SITUATION: 


WASHINGTON, D.C.--Unemployment for blacks showed little 
change from October, according to the U.S. Labor Department's 
Bureau of Labor Statistics. The jobless rates for blacks was 
12.1 percent, compared to 11.8 percent in October and 11.2 
percent in November 1988. 


For black men, the unemployment rate was 10.7 -percent, 
compared to 10.3 percent in October and 9.8 percent in November 
1988. Black women had a 10.4 percent rate of unemployment in 
November, showing only a slight change from October's rate of 
10.0 percent and the November 1988 rate of 9.8 percent. 


Black teens had the highest jobless rate at 32.8 percent, 
down slightly from the 34.2 percent rate of October and up 
slightly from the 31.1 percent of November 1988. The jobless 
rate for teen men, at 33.1 percent, was comparable to that of 
black teen women, with a rate of 32.6 percent. 


Overall, employment rose in November and unemployment showed 
little change. The jobless rate was 5.3 percent and the civilian 
worker rate was 5.4 percent; they had been 5.2 and 5.3 percent, 
respectively, in the prior two months. 


Nonagricultural payroll employment, as measured by the 
survey of business establishments, rose by 210,000 from the 
October level, which has been revised downward. Total civilian 
employment, as measured by the survey of households, increased by 
240,000 in November. . 


Unemployment (Household Survey Data) 


The number of unemployed persons, 6.7 million, and the 
civilian worker unemployment rate, 5.4 percent, were about 
unchanged in November. The jobless rate has hovered between 5.0 
and 5.4 percent for more than a year now. There were also few 
changes in the jobless rates among individual worker groups. The 
rate for adult men was 4.7 percent, identical to that for adult 
women. Unemployment rates were virtually unchanged for teenagers 
(15.5 percent), whites (4.6 percent), blacks (12.1 percent), and 
Hispanics (7.8 percent). 


Although the total number of unemployed was little changed, 
the number of jobless persons who were on layoff from their jobs 
rose substantially over the month; the November level was nearly 
1 million, up from a range of 750,000-875,000 over the past year. 
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Civilian Employment and the Labor Force (Household Survey Data) 


Total civilian employment rose by 240,000 in November to a 
seasonally adjusted level of 117.8 million. Adult women 
accounted for all of this gain. Over the past year, civilian 
employment has expanded by 1.9 million, with the increase about 
evenly divided between adult men and adult women. This raised 
the proportion of the working-age population that is employed 
to 63.0 percent, as compared with 62.6 percent a year earlier. 


The seasonally adjusted civilian labor force rose by 
410,000 in November to 124.5 million, and the labor force 
participation rate matched June's all-time high of 66.6 percent. 
Over the past 12 months, the labor force grew by 2 million 
persons. 
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HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-3. Employment status of the civilian population by race, sex, age, and Hispanic origin 


(Numbers in thousands) 


Not seasonally adjusted ' Seasonally adjusted’ 
Employment status, race, sex, age, and — , ae 


Hispanic origin Nov. Oct. | Nov. Nov. July Aug. Sept. 
1988 1989 1989 1988 1989 1989 1989 

















158,603 | 159,400 | 159,470 | 159,549 | 159,644 | 159,736 
105,395 | 106,424 | 106,446 | 106,325 | 106,544 | 106,822 
66.5 | 8) 668 ' 66.7; 669 
100,543 | . 101,670 | J 101,816 | 101,943 
63.4 | | 63.8 | 6| 638! 638 
4,852 | 4,777 . 4,728! 4879 
46 | 4.4 | 46 
| 


54,922 377 | 55,605 | 55,694 
78.3 | y . 785| 785 
52,624 : : 53,468 | 53,457 
75.0 | 5 | i . 75.5 | 75.4 
2,298 - i 2,138 | 2,237 
4.2 : . 2 | 3.8 | 40 











43,625 44,123 | 44,344 
56.9 , 57.2 57.0 57.3 
41,889 | 42,372 42,368 | 42,5863 
54.6 . 54.9 54.8 55.0 
1,736 J 1,798 1,665 | 1,756 1,761 
4.0 . 41 3.8 40 40 


6,846 | 6,900 6,720} 6,815 6,785 
58.3 , 60.0 58.6 59.7 59.6 
6,030 ; 6,016 5,910 5,981 5,903 
51.3 t §2.3 51.6 52.4 518 
818 884 810 834 882 
11.9 i 12.8 12.1 12.2 13.0 
12.6 | 12.4 12.9 13.3 13.9 14.7 
11.3 | 13.4 12.7 10.8 | 10.4 11.2 

















| 
} | | 
| 
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21,108 | 21,136 | 20,611 | 21,038| 21,060| 21,085 
13,504 | 13,614 | 13,330/ 13,555 | 13,448| 13,515 | 
$4.0| 64.4 64.1| 64.4 63.9 
11,988 | 12,056 | 11,831| 12,082| 11,958 | 
56.8 57.0 568| 574] 568 
1,516 1,558 1,499 | 1,473 1,490 | 
11.2 | 11.4 11.2 | 10.9 11.1 | 


6.218 | 6,230| 6,146| 6,205| 6,189 
74.1 t 743| 741 73.8 
5,630 . 5,545| 5,629| 5,580 
67.1 } : 67.2 66.6 
588 576 609 
9.5 1 | 8 | 9.3 | 9.8 














Civilian labor force 6,401 . | ' | 6,394 

Participation rate . hase = : . ' 61.0 

: ; 5,759 

Employment-population ratio? ...........ccccccceccesccesesesesceeseeseees E | . 54.9 
Unemployment rate ..............ccccccesees Keiias | . 








Both sexes, 16 to 19 years 
Civilian labor force ....................... 


Empioyment-population ratio’ . 
Unempioyed 


Unemployment rate 
Men ... 





See footnotes at end of table. 





BLACK NEWS DIGEST - 12/18/89 
EMPLOYMENT SITUATION P.4 


HOUSEHOLD DATA HOUSEHOLD DATA 
Table A-13. Employment status of the civilian population for eleven large States 
(Numbers in thousands) 
a n,n 
Not seasonally adjusted’ =| Seasonally adjusted’ 
State and employment status Nov. “te ar hat, see 
1988 1989 | 1989 








21,300 | 20,951 
14,469 14,186 
13.761 | 13.451 
708 735 
49 52 | 









































See footnotes at end of table. 
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MILWAUKEE--In December 1988, staff members of an 
experimental Labor Department-funded program hit the streets here 
looking for people; in particular, they were looking for veterans 
who were calling alleys and parks home. 


With a staff of three and a $50,000 start-up grant provided 
by the Veterans' Employment and Training Service (VETS), the 
Milwaukee Homeless Veterans Reintegration Program hit the ground 
running. 


"We talked to people in libraries, city hall, parks and 
places where people eat for free," says Thomas Wynn, Jr., project 
director. "When you do identify a veteran, you can't push him 
into the program. You must first get to know him and prove you 
can be trusted to help." 


Stanley Green, a 42-year-old Vietnam veteran who spent two 
years on the streets, was among the first to accept that help. 


"I was in the gutter and wallowed in it for two and a half 
years, and I didn't like it," Green says. He lost a full-time 
welding job prior to becoming homeless and now credits the 
Milwaukee project for putting him in the mainstrean. 


Now employed by the city at just under $10 an hour, Green 
lives in his own apartment and has maintained steady employment 
for several months. 


"They got me started," he says of the project staff. "If it 
wasn't for them and their support, I don't think I would be 
here." 


Wynn says there is little the program can do unless the 
veteran is prepared to help himself. Green agrees. "When you're 
down, and you've been down so long, either you stay there or you 
crawl back up," Green says. "It's up to you whether you want to 
stay there in the gutter." 


Nearly 200 veterans took part in the program during its 
first six months. Seventy have found work and 23 have located 
permanent housing. Alcohol and drug treatment was provided to 55 
veterans. 





street no longer home 2-2-2 


Wynn shares credit for the program's success with many of 
Milwaukee's public and private social service agencies. A list 
of these agencies reads like a local Who's Who of domestic 
assistance programs and allows the Homeless Veterans Project to 
quickly obtain proper assistance. 


With an estimated 3,500 homeless vets in the Milwaukee area, 
all with obviously difficult and varied problems, access to many 
different sources of aid is imperative. 


"Creating this network of services and building more is the 
backbone of our program," says Wynn, "and it's the reason we'll 
continue to be successful in moving American veterans from the 
streets into their proper place in the community." 
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The first federal legislation guaranteeing the rights of 
employees “to organize and bargain collectively .. . free from 
the interference, restraint or coercion of employers" was the 
National Industrial Recovery Act, passed in 1922, according to 
“Labor Firsts in America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
In May 1935 the Supreme Court held the law unconstitutional, but 
in July 1925 Congress passed the National Labor Relations Act, 
which established a board to supervise and enforce labor's right 
to organize and bargain collectively. 


*# # # 


The first machinery created to promote unionization and 
collective bargaining in the federal government was established 
by President John Kennedy in 1962, according to “Labor Firsts in 
America," a U.S. Labor Department publication. 
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